Colin Barnett rejects wider Yarloop fire inqui http://www.theaustralian.com.au/in-depth/bushfires/colin-barnett-rejects-wider-yarloop-fire-inquiry/...
) P quiry

1of3

THE AUSTRALIAN
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West Australian Premier Colin Barnett has warned that catastrophic bushfires will continue to become more frequent in the state’s
tinder-dry southwest but he rejected calls for a broader inquiry into the deadly Yarloop blaze.

Mr Barnett announced on Wednesday that the former head of the Victorian Country Fire Authority, Euan Ferguson, would investigate the Yarloop
fire that killed two people, destroyed more than 160 homes and burnt more than 69,000ha of land.

In a joint statement yesterday, the Association of Volunteer Bush Fire Brigades, the Emergency Services Volunteer Association, the SES Volunteer
Association and WA Farmers said they had “significant concerns” about the inquiry’s scope.

They said Mr Ferguson should also examine November’s bushfire near Esperance, which killed four people and burnt 75,000ha of prime farmland, as
well as the 2012 Black Cat Creek fire near Albany in which a volunteer firefighter died.

“The inquiry needs to look at the whole way bushfire risk is managed in WA across the whole spectrum of prevention, preparedness, response and
recovery, and over a longer timeframe than the past five years as set out in the terms of reference,” they said.

Mr Barnett said Mr Ferguson’s inquiry would focus on Yarloop because of the massive scale of the fire, adding that a separate government inquiry
was being held into the Esperance disaster.

The Premier said he wanted answers on how to avoid further catastrophes.

“There is no doubt that rainfall is reduced, temperatures are high and we seem to be getting more chaotic weather. As a lay person, my view is the
risk is continuing to rise,” he said.
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